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Lufifti fatis, edifti fatis, atquée bibifti; 
Tempus abire tibi eft Hor. 





Fic labor extremus, longarum bec meta viarum ; 
Conticuit, facioque bic tandem fine quievit. ViRG. 


SRY Saxe OCTOR Swift fomewhere tells a Story 
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3 of a French Ambaffador going to a Con- 
AAA y ercfs, who difpatched Couriers to the 
/&9 Place of his Deftination every half Hour 
eee yy in the four and twenty, to fignify to the 


~ , 
is 


(OL: WP Inhabitants, Monfieur viens, Monfieur 
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Ort viens, His Excellence is coming. Some- 
sais thing like this I have done, for tome 
Time paft, by declaring repeatedly, Monfiewr Seu va, Ranger's 
going, a going. At length, without intending any more laft 


Words after this Day, 1 am fet down to write the conclufive 
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Effay of the Gray’s-Inn-Fournal, and I muft own, I now 
feel myfelf extremely at a -Lofs how to proceed. I re- 
member the introductory Paper to this Undertaking embar- 
raffled my Imagination, more than any fucceflive Compofition ; 
as coming into Company is frequently attended with uneafy 
Flutterings, which are afterwards effaced by Habit, As 1 am 
alfo defirous of going off with as good a Grace as poffible, I 
cannot but be a little folicitous about the Manner of my Exit. 
In the focial Intercourfe of Life, I know as little Ceremony 
fhould be ufed, as the Nature of Things will admit; but the 
periodical Writer, cannot withdraw, without making his Bow 
to the Public. 

Two different Forms of writing have offered themfelves to 
me upon this Occafion. The firft has been practifed by feveral 
Gentlemen of the Quill, and confifts in a declamatory Stile 
acainft that Degeneracy of Tafte, which has too fatally pre- 
vailed in the prefent Declenfion of Literature. In Addition to 
this, I might indulge myfelf in a Vein of Invective againft the 
general Difpofition to Gaming, and many other unavailing 
Amufements, which have called off the Attention of the better 
Sort of People from all literary Productions. I might further 
expatiate in a Strain of Raillery on the Fair, and might urge 
that Woman is very juftly defined by the Greek Philofopher, 
“© An Animal delighting in Finery,” and that it is not in the Power 
of ‘the beft Writers of the Age, to attract the Attention of that 
wandering Sex, who are ever more entertained with the Chit- 
chat, which iffues from their own pretty red Lips, than with a 
Perufal of the fineft Piece of Writing, calculated to retrench 
their Follies, to regulate their Fancy, to improve their Intel- 
le€tuals, and to encourage them in the Acquifition of thofe 
mental Beauties, fuch as Sweetnefs of Temper, Affabiliry, and 
good Senfe, which will be always fure to confer upon them the 
moft permanent Fmbellifhmencs, and will prove the beft Wath 
for the Complexion, and an infallible Prefervative againft the 
Encroachments made upon the Tincture of the Skin, by Envy, 
Malice, Tea, Scandal, and painful Watchings at a Gaming- 
Table. After this I might pompoufly declare, that I now de 
cline taking any further Trouble wich thofe incorrigible Angels, 
that I confign them entirely to their Eiair- Cutters, their 
Dancing-Mafters, and, what 1s ftill worfe, to their own ungo- 
verned tantaftick Appetites. But this Form of Compofition is 
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inconfiftent with my prefent Purpofe, as I had rather lay down 
the Pen in the good Graces of all my Readers, than with the 
Air of a fullen, morofe Philofopher. 

Tue fecond Method of Addrefs which occurred to me, is 
that ufed by the excellent and humorous Author of the Tale of 
a Tub. Aiter his Example I have been tempted to return 
Thanks, in the moft folemn Manner, to his Majefty’s moft ho- 
nourable Privy-Council, to the Lords fpiritual and temporal, 
to the honourable the Houfe of Commons, to the Gentlemen 
of the Royal Society, to the Worfhipful the’ Board of Alder- 
men, to the Club at White’s, to the Critics at the Bedford, to 
the Connoiffeurs at Sam’s, to the Society of Grub-ftreet, and, in 
fhort, to all Degrees and Ranks of People, for the juft and fa- 
vourable Reception they have been pleafed to afford to the 
moft deleétable, humourous and inftructive Lucubrations, that 
we have publifhed in this our Gray’s-Inn-Feurnal, which has 
been the Delight of the choice Spirits of the Age, the Terror 
of all Offenders againft Decency and Good Manners, and which 
has afcertained to the Author an immortal Reputation ; 


Famque opus exegi quod nec Fovts ira, nec ignes 
Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuftas. 


But having confidered this Matter with fuficient Deliberation, I 
have judged it eligible to decline both the Species of Writing 
above exhibited. The Truth of it is, as on the one Hand I am 
not fo felf-fuficient as to arrogate to mylelf any extraordinary 
Pride from the Degree of Succefs, IT have met with, fo on the 
other, I do not think [ can reafonably find any Fault with the 
Difpofition of the Public to.the prefent Writer. I have all 
along fteered between the two Extremes of partial popular A p- 
plaufe, and a general Iweglect; and I have therefore no colour- 
able Pretence to expreis the lealt Degree of Difcontent at Parting, 
nor vain-glorioufly to exult at the Applaufe, which has been 
occafionally allowed to me. | 

T amt too fenfible that a {mall Portion of Fame can be att;i- 
buted to the Productions of a young Author, hurried down the 
Stream of Diffipation, interrupted by Avocations ‘of a ‘thou- 
fand Sorts, feldom enabled to write at Leifure, frequently 
obliged to cifmils the uncorrected Sheet to the Prefs, rarely 
happy enough to have writ up even to his own Tafte, and 
often checked in his Career by the Timidity of an Adven- 
turer, who was always diifdent of his own Abilities, and was 
fenfible how far fo young a Writer muft be from thofe {trong 
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Powers of Mind, which, when matured by Age and Applica- 
tion, animate and embolden Genius, give Authority to Criti- 
cifm, add Strength to Compofitions of a graver Caft, produce 
inftru€tive Strains of Morality, and infpire an Author with a 
due Degree of Confidence in his Decifions, upon all Occur- 
rences in human Life, as likewife upon all Topics of Tafte and 
}‘rudition. 

THoucu unattended with thefe Advantages, it is, however, 
fome kind of Satisfaction, that I have been able to procure my- 
felf an Audience once a Week, fortwo Years together, from 
perhaps feveral Thoufands in Great-Britain ; and. on this Occa- 
fion, I cannot help taking to myfelf a fecret Pleafure from the 
Reflection, that I have given a kind of weekly Memorial of my 
Exiftence, and fome Sort of Proof, that my Time has not been 
thrown away in a Manner totally unavailing. Salut has a very 
fine Sentiment, which has made a very deep Impreffion on my 
Imagination. Verum enimvero is demum mibi vivere, & frui ani- 
ma videtur, gut aliquo negotio intentus, praeciari facinoris aut artis 
bone famam querit, ‘* He may be faid to live, fays that ex- 
“¢ cellent Writer, and to enjoy the Funétions of his Soul, who, 
‘¢ engaged in a laudable Occupation, endeavours to diftincuith 
<¢ himfelf by fome {iplendid Action, or by the Acquifition of 
‘© Fame in fome liberal Art.” That I have in the laft Way 
made mytfelf confpicuous, I cannot perfuade mytfelf in my molt 
fanguine Moments ; but j fhall always enjoy the Pleafure of a 
well-meant Endeavour, and, when I look back to the Com- 
mencement of this Undertaking, and review the Means, by 
which I have kept my Paper alive, I will not be fo prudith as 
to conceal a Degree of Self-Approbation. 

Tue Plan, on which I have wrote, however feeble the Ex- 
ecution of it may be, I am inclined to believe is not void of 
Merit ;,I will venture to go a Step further, and fhall not hefi- 
tate to fay, that it is, perhaps, the beft Scheme of this Kind, 
that nas, as yet appeared, becauie it includes the Defign of both 
the Speffator and Tatler. In the i-fay there was room for all 
kinds of fine Writing, and the News admitted a conftant Va- 
riety of Objects to entertain the Fancy, or to inform the Judg- 
ment. That this Scheme has not been better cultivated in all 
its Parts, muft be imputed to my having wrote fingly and alone; 
and this Confideration will, J hope, render all Inaccuracies more 
excufable. 

Wuen I fay that I have wrote alone, I do not mean that I 
never received any Affiftance. On the contrary, I think it in- 
cumbent on me to acknow!edge that a particular Friend, who 
muft 
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muft be namelefs, has furnifhed me occafionally with fevera} 
humourous Paragraphs of News, written with a Delicacy of 
Humour peculiar to himfelf, and, I will add, that I never 
withdrew from his Converfation, without fome Hint for the 
Entertainment of my Readers. To this Gentleman I am in- 
debted for an Effay on the modern Fafbion of vifiting ; a Differta- 
tion on the Parties of this Metropolis, az. The Garrickecns 
and Barryifts; for a Scene at Fonathan’s Coffee-Houfe, and a Se- 
quel to the fame. That I have not received more from him, I 
have often thought it both a Lofs to the Gray’s-ina ‘Fournal and 
the Public, and, as he pofieffes an elegant Facility on every 
Subjeét, I fincerely wifh that I hed been able to prevailupon 
him,} againft his naturalindolence, to afford me a great deal 
more of his Affiftance. 

A Paper upon what may be called Imitation in Writing, 
and an Effay towards fixing the Standard of modern Criticifm, 

ogether with fome occafional Strokes of Fiumour in the true 
Intelligence, were the Contributions of another ingenious Gen- 
tleman, whofe Friendfhip, | am convinced, would have inclined 
him to dofomething towards raifing the Eftimation of this Paper 
much higher, had not Avocations of more Confequence to 
himfelf and the Public, demanded the Exertion of his excellent 
Abilities in another Way. 

I must take this Opportunity to thank the Author of a Let 
ter, occafioned by my Criticifm on King Lear, which was fent in 
the Warmth of Affection, and, in my Opinion, was written 
alfo in the Warmth of Genius. An Effay on Phifioznomy was 
alfo a Prefent, and, now and then, in the News there are either 
Articles fent by unknown Hands, or Paragraphs raifed upon 
their Hints. But of thele the Number is extremely {mall ; for 
every Thing elle Ranger himfelf muft ftand accountable. 

I wave now, I think, faithfully mentioned a'l the AMmft- 
ance I received in the Courfe of this Paper, and upon this Ap- 
pearance of Matters, I believe, it will be found very fhort of 
the Advantages enjoyed by fome of my Brother Writers. I 
have not had the Happinefs of being pufft in any of our com- 
mon News-Papers, nor have [ flood well enough with the Con- 
ductors of our Magazines, to be admitted to the Honour of 
furnifhing them with an E-ffay once a Month, in order to dif- 
play fome {elect Lucubrations to the great Multitude, who pur- 
chafe thofe monthly Mifcellanies. I have never been able to 
entertain the Town with the Writings of People of Fafhion, 
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nor to lay before them an Effay written by a Perfox of Honcur , J 
could never boaft the Friendfhip of the Nobility, nor has any 
Lord fent me a Paper, and upon Publication bought up a 
thoufand Copies, to fhew me how well his own Performances 
fell. I muft, however, .own that I] have always exerted my 
utmoft Abilities, and have put every Thing out of hand with 
as much Care as the Nature of periodical Productions, the Au- 
thor’s Spirits and other Circumftances would permit. I have 
ever had as great a Refpect for the Public, as Zu/y profeffes 
for a. Roman Affembly, and I agree with him when he fays, 
nibil huc nifi. perfectum ingenio, elaboraium indufiria afferri opporteres 
At the fame Time, I hope, it will be confidered, that Mr. Pope 
obferves with great Propriety, that the Public fhould not ex- 
pect that an Author’s whole Time fhould be {pent in polifhing 
and retouching for their Pleafure, 

Besipgs, why may not a Perfon rather chufe an Air of bold 
Negligence, than the obfcure Diligence of Pedants, and Wri- 
ters of affected Phrafeology? For my Part, I have always 
thought an eafy Stile more eligible than a pompous Diétion, 
lifted up by Metaphor, amplified by Epithet, and dignified by 
too frequent Infertions of the Latin Idiom. Iam therefore in- 
clined to flatter myfelf that my Expreffion has been natural 
and unambitious; and that my Arrangement has been gram- 
matically juft, unperplexed and clear, and that upon all Occa- 
fions I have written with fome Degree of Purity. 

Upon the whole, if I cannot boaft of having produced edify- 
ing Strains of Morality, Differtations of found indefeazable Cri- 
ticifm, and Papers of exquifite Mirth and Humour, | hope, at 
leaft the whole Plan has-been conduéted with a ftriét Kegard to 
Decency, and without any Offence againft Virtue or good Man- 
ners. ‘Fo this Circumftance, | believe it in a great Meafure 
owing, thatI have been fo favourably received by the Town, 
but be the Caufe, what it may, I fhall always retain a grateful 
Senfe of their Indulgence, and in whatever Way, herealter I 
may. endeavour to entertain them, I fhall think they have a 
Demand upon me for the moft vigorous Exertion ef my Powers, 
and, let my Succefs be as it will, Tat leait hope I fhall have 
Judgment enough not entirely to miftake my Talents. 

Havinc avowed thefe Sentiments I fhall conclude, without 
any ftudied Flourith of Period, and [ remain with great Refpec&t 
so all my Readers in particular, and to the Public ia General, 


- Fheirmoft Obliged, and mofl Obedient Servant. 
CHARLES RANGER. 
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